. Plasmids used in this study. No. of cells Figure S1 . Growth of P. aeruginosa PAO1 and all the deletion or conditional mutants generated in this study on MH agar plates supplemented or not with 0.5% arabinose. For each strain, 5 µl of 10-fold serial dilutions of exponential phase cultures in MH (or MH with 0.5% arabinose in the case of conditional mutants), ranging from ca. 10 5 to 10 viable cells, were spotted onto the plates, that were then incubated for 20 h at 37°C. The images are representative of three independent experiments giving comparable results. Figure S2 . Growth curves of the wild type strain PAO1 and the PA0517, PA1645, PA1981, PA3786, PA4485 and PA5126 deletion mutants (left panels) or the lptH and lolA conditional mutants (right panels) in LB broth (a) or in M9 minimal medium supplemented with either succinate (b) or glucose (b) as carbon sources, at 37°C in microtiter plates at 200 rpm. Conditional mutants were cultured in the absence or in the presence of 0.5% arabinose (+ara). Generation times (Tg) for the wild type strain and each deletion mutant are reported in the figure. Results are the mean of two independent experiments performed in triplicate, with standard deviations (SD) being < 11% of the values. 
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